
Fuel Retail Labels
The Nebraska Ethanol Board has prepared this fact sheet to provide retailers with easily accessible 
information on state and federal requirements and guidelines for the sale of fuel blended with ethanol. 
For more information, contact the Nebraska Ethanol Board at 402.471.2941. 

Nebraska Law: 66-1214. Motor fuel dispensers; label requirements; penalty
Commencing January 1, 1986, motor fuel dispensers shall be labeled on both faces with the product 
identity using the most descriptive terms commercially practicable. In addition, all alcohol-blended fuel 
dispensers shall have a label stating: With or containing ethanol, methanol, or ethanol and methanol 
or with similar wording if the motor fuel being dispensed contains one percent or more by volume of 
alcohol. Any person who owns or controls such a motor fuel dispenser and does not attach the notice 
required by this section shall be guilty of an infraction. Source: Laws 1985, LB 346, § 6.(Nebraska)

Nebraska Department of Agriculture - Weights & Measures
Uniform Regulation for the Method of Sale of Commodities; Section 2 - Nonfood Products
2.20.1. Method of Retail Sale - Type of Oxygenate must be Disclosed.
All automotive gasoline or automotive gasoline-oxygenate blends kept, offered, or exposed for sale, or 
sold at retail containing at least 1.5 mass percent oxygen shall be identified as “with” or “containing” 
(or similar wording) the predominant oxygenate in the engine fuel. For example, the label may read 
“contains ethanol” or “with MTBE.” The oxygenate contributing the largest mass percent oxygen to the 
blend shall be considered the predominant oxygenate. Where mixtures of only ethers are present, the 
retailer may post the predominant oxygenate followed by the phrase “or other ethers” or alternatively 
post the phrase “contains MTBE or other ethers.” In addition, gasoline-methanol blend fuels containing 
more than 0.15 mass percent oxygen from methanol shall be identified as “with” or “containing” meth-
anol. This information shall be posted on the upper 50 percent of the dispenser front panel in a position 
clear and conspicuous from the driver’s position in a type at least 12.7 mm (1/2 in) in height, 1.5 mm 
(1/16 in) stroke (width of type). 
(Amended 1996)

Ethanol Blend & Federal Trade Commission (FTC) Labels
The Nebraska Ethanol Board carries a small amount of fuel retailer labels. Order labels by calling the 
Nebraska Ethanol Board at 402.471.2941.
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Fuel Dispenser Labels (What & How)
Minimum Labeling Requirements
Motor fuel dispensers need to be labeled on both sides of the dispenser with the product identity. This 
information should be posted on the upper 50 percent of the dispenser front panel in a position clear 
and conspicuous from the driver’s position. Pay attention to the text size – per Nebraska Weights & 
Measures: label must be in a type at least 12.7 mm (1/2 in) in height, 1.5 mm (1/16 in) stroke (width 
of type). Retailers can post exact ethanol content or round up to the nearest 10th to post the ethanol 
percentage. For ethanol fuel blends with 51 percent and higher ethanol content, retailers can post exact 
ethanol content, round up to the nearest 10th or use the 51-83 percent ethanol range.

E15 and flex fuel blends require secondary labels from the Federal Trade Commission (FTC). The FTC 
defines the requirements for automotive fuel rating, certification and posting. For precise label fonts, 
sizes and dimensions see 16 CFR § 306.12.

Specific to E15 fuel dispenser labeling, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requires 
reasonable measures be taken to ensure that any retail fuel pump dispenser that is dispensing a gasoline 
with greater than 10 percent ethanol and no more than 15 percent ethanol is clearly labeled. The label 
must be conspicuous and legible; the EPA requires use of the orange labels on page four. EPA requires 
the label be placed on the upper 2/3 of the dispenser where consumers will see the label and in a 
prominent position that makes clear which nozzle or button is dispensing E15. For precise label fonts, 
sizes and dimensions see 40CFR §80.1501.

The receipt provided to the consumer should have the same product description as the fuel the 
consumer purchased. If the dispenser says E15, the receipt should say E15 was purchased. The 
“boulevard” and advertising signs should also match the label on the dispenser and the receipt provided 
to the consumer.

To learn more about federal labeling responsibility and see photos of dispensers with the preferred 
method for labeling, visit: Federal Labeling Guidelines2

Large Quantities of Labels
You can order large quantities of labels (more than 50) from the Growth Energy Store:
• Go to Growth Energy
• Select “Sign In/New Account”
• Select “Place Order” and then “Browse Catalog”
• Select “New State E10 Labels” on the left side
• Ensure you choose Nebraska labels
• FTC Labels are also available here
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http://ethanol.nebraska.gov/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Retail-Fuels-Federal-Labeling-Guidelines.pdf


Courtesy of American Coalition for Ethanol

E15 & Flex Fuel Retailer Roadmap

www.flexfuelforward.com
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Federal Trade Commission Labels
Labels stating the percent of ethanol in the fuel blend are required. Retailers can post exact ethanol 
content or round up to the nearest 10th percent. For ethanol fuel blends with 51 percent and higher 
ethanol content, retailers can post exact ethanol content, round up to the nearest 10th or use the 51-83 
percent ethanol range. For precise label fonts, sizes, colors and dimensions see 16 CFR § 306.12.

NOTE: E15 dispensers in Nebraska require seasonal labels due to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s Reid Vapor Pressure requirements.
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Ethanol Blend Labels
These pump labels also include a label for the push button and can be ordered 
based on your pump brand. Labels are available for E10, E15, E30 and E85.

Ethanol Blend Labels
These American Ethanol dispenser labels are designed specifically for Nebraska. These labels meet 
the requirements for specifying the percent of ethanol in the fuel blend. These specific labels aren’t 
required, but they provide a unified design and color scheme that coincides with state and national 
advertising. These labels include a label for the push button and can be ordered based on your fuel 
dispenser brand.  Labels are available for E10, E15, E30 and E85.
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AKI Octane Rating Labels
Use of octane ratings with ethanol flex fuels is acceptable if the criteria of “competent and reliable 
evidence” can be proven. Essentially, you must have the other labels clearly stating the ethanol 
percentage for the specific fuel before using the AKI octane rating labels. Many fuel retailers choose to 
also use the octane labels, because the consumer is more familiar with selecting the fuel based on the 
octane number.
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Underground Storage Tank Compliance 
The use of ethanol is increasing and the following information seeks to notify the fuel retailer of best 
practices to ensure the underground storage tank (UST) equipment is compatible and in compliance 
with state and federal regulations.

Select the following link to read the Nebraska State Fire Marshal Agency’s letter and guidelines for 
underground storage tank compliance: UST System Compliance

Under EPA guidelines, E15 and flex fuel retailers are required to demonstrate compatibility of the UST 
system (including tank, piping, containment sumps, pumping equipment, release detection equipment, 
spill equipment and overfill equipment) before taking delivery of new fuel. Check out page 82 of 
American Coalition for Ethanol’s E15 and Flex Fuel Retailer Roadmap for information on product 
guidelines and a guide to ensure underground storage tank equipment is compatible. 

Step-by-Step Guide to Selling E15 and Flex Fuel
Learn more about the benefits and how to get started selling E15 and other flex fuels at American 
Coalition for Ethanol’s Flex Fuel Forward website: www.flexfuelforward.com

American Coalition for Ethanol offers an extensive guide known as the E15 & Flex Forward Retailer 
Roadmap. Check it out to learn more about requirements and best practices of selling flex fuels.
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Nebraska UST Program
Nebraska State Fire Marshal, Fuels Division
Flammable Liquids Storage Tank Section 
246 South 14th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508-1804

Phone: 402-471-9465
Fax: 402-471-3118

https://sfm.nebraska.gov/sites/sfm.nebraska.gov/files/doc/FLST%20COMP._0.pdf
http://flexfuelforward.com/roadmap/wp-content/uploads/E15_Flex_Fuel_Retailer_Roadmap.pdf
http://www.flexfuelforward.com
http://flexfuelforward.com/roadmap/wp-content/uploads/E15_Flex_Fuel_Retailer_Roadmap.pdf
http://flexfuelforward.com/roadmap/wp-content/uploads/E15_Flex_Fuel_Retailer_Roadmap.pdf

