
Nebraska Energy Coordinator, USDA Rural Development
BILL SHEPPARD                                bill.sheppard@usda.gov

Bill Sheppard has been the Nebraska energy coordinator for USDA Rural 
Development since August 2022 and has been with USDA Rural Development for 
16 years. Throughout most of his career with Rural Development, Sheppard has 
concentrated his work with the various guaranteed loan and grant programs offered 
by the Rural Business & Cooperative Services division, which include the Rural Energy 
for America Program (REAP) and the Business & Industry (B&I) guaranteed loan 
program. Sheppard also serves as the B&I guaranteed loan program lead for 
Nebraska. Prior to joining USDA Rural Development, Sheppard started his career as a 
lender with experience in retail, residential real estate, and commercial lending.
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Executive Director, Pivot Clean Energy Coalition
ALICIA EL MAMOUNI                    alicia@pivotcleanenergy.org

Alicia El Mamouni is the executive director of Pivot Clean Energy Co (Pivot), a global 
coalition opening access to bioethanol for household energy. She has been in the 
bioethanol and clean cooking sectors for the last 11 years, having started her focus in 
the industry with POET in 2011. In 2016, El Mamouni became the director of Seeds 
of Change, an international non-profit within POET that supported clean cooking 
initiatives. In her last transition before Pivot, she was a director with Garner Advisors, 
leading business development and program management of early stage bioethanol 
businesses in developing economies. El Mamouni’s interest in clean energy and 
development stems from observing the need for practical solutions within a cultural 
context while living in Morocco from 2007 – 2011 as a Peace Corps volunteer and 
cultural coordinator with Morocco Exchange.

Technology Manager, U.S. DOE Bioenergy Technologies Office
BEN SIMON                                           ben.simon@ee.doe.gov

Ben Simon is a technology manager within the systems development and 
integration subprogram of the Bioenergy Technologies Office. With a background 
in mechanical and aerospace engineering, Simon has supported a 20M pound 
per year chemical facility performing mechanical maintenance engineering and 
was on the engineering, procurement, and construction team executing >$20M 
capital projects for a global seed and chemical manufacturer. Now, he seeks to 
develop and test bioenergy technologies through verified proof of performance 
in pre-pilot-, pilot-, and demonstration-scale systems in relevant environments to 
accelerate the uptake and commercialization of these technologies by the private 
sector to decarbonize all modes of transportation and industry.

Have you connected with our sponsors? Ask for a fuel pump 
sticker for your sponsor game board. Collect 12+ and enter to win an 
ethanol-powered Solo Stove LITE, inspired by the awesome work of 
our sponsor Pivot Clean Energy Coalition! Pivot puts similar stoves in 
homes and dorms around the world to reduce harmful indoor 
pollution from cooking over smokey fires. Want another chance to 
win a Solo Stove? Pivot and 572 Cattle LLC have partnered to give 
one lucky survey participant a Solo Stove + Nebraska beef bundle. 
Watch your email for details!
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Senior VP, Regulatory Affairs, Growth Energy 
CHRIS BLILEY                                     cbliley@growthenergy.org

Chris Bliley serves as Growth Energy’s senior vice president of regulatory affairs. 
He handles federal regulatory matters covering fuel, vehicle emission and air 
quality standards, food safety, and transportation and logistics. His responsibilities 
also include state fuel quality and labeling matters. In January 2022, Bliley was also 
appointed to the EPA’s Mobile Sources Technical Review (MSTR) Subcommittee.

Prior to joining Growth Energy in 2011, Bliley was a director at the Nussle Group, 
a Washington, DC-based consulting firm. He served as the associate administrator 
of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, running the agency’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations from 2007 to 2009 under 
President George W. Bush. He was also chief of staff and legislative director for 
Congressman Jim Nussle. Prior to joining Nussle’s staff, Bliley was director of 
government relations for the Smokeless Tobacco Council, a Washington-based 
trade association.

Owner, Darr Feedlot
CRAIG UDEN                                      cuden@darrfeedlot.com

Craig Uden is part owner of Darr Feedlot, a 44,000 head feedlot. Uden and his wife 
Terri also own a cow/calf and heifer development operation. A native of Bruning, 
Nebraska, Uden graduated from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 1983 with a 
bachelor’s in animal science. 

Uden currently serves as part of the advisory committee for the Nebraska 
Integrated Beef Systems hub. His insight to current issues affecting producers, both 
small and large, was his focus when he served on the National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association Operating and Policy Committee before becoming the president of the 
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association in 2017. He has served with the Dawson 
County Cattlemen, the Dawson County Ag Society, the Nebraska Cattlemen 
Foundation Board, and the Nebraska Beef Industry Council. 

Distinguished Professor in Soil Science, South Dakota State University
DAVID CLAY, Ph.D.                               david.clay@sdstate.edu

Dr. David Clay is a distinguished professor in soil science at South Dakota State 
University; the SD Corn Utilization Council Endowed Chair of Precision Farming; the 
current past president of the American Society of Agronomy; and has served as an 
editor for the Agronomy Journal and as president of the SDSU Faculty Senate. He 
spent over 30 years investigating precision farming and soil health at SDSU. He has 
published 16 books on crop production and precision agriculture, and numerous 
peer-reviewed papers on topics ranging from nutrient cycling in marine systems to 
nutrient cycling in croplands. Based on the hard work of his students and fellow 
collaborators, Dr. Clay is the recipient of numerous awards and is a fellow of the 
American Society of Agronomy.
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Executive Director, Renewable Fuels Nebraska 
DAWN CALDWELL                dawnc@renewablefuelsne.org

Dawn Caldwell is the executive director of Renewable Fuels Nebraska, which 
represents producer and associate members while growing demand for biofuels 
and their co-products in Nebraska. 

In her previous roles, Caldwell worked in the Nuckolls, Thayer, and Fillmore 
Counties extension office before moving into the private sector as a feed specialist 
at Deshler Grain and Feed. She transitioned to Aurora Cooperative, where she 
served in the animal nutrition division, corporate communications/marketing 
department, and head of government affairs throughout her 21-year career there. 

Caldwell has been an active servant to agriculture, both personally and 
professionally. She is a graduate of Nebraska LEAD Class 24. She has served two 
terms on the Nebraska Beef Council and was elected to lead the Federation of 
State Beef Councils on the NCBA officer team, has been a CommonGround 
volunteer, sits on the Ag Builders of Nebraska board, the Nebraska State Fair Board, 
as well as the Waypoint Bank board and has served on various local boards and 
committees. Through her role at Aurora Cooperative, Caldwell held seats on the Ag 
Retailers Association and National Grain and Feed Association boards of directors, 
as well as serving on various trade association policy committees. She served on 
the RFN board of directors from June 2020 until beginning her current position 
beginning in November 2021. Caldwell earned a bachelor’s degree in animal
 science from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

President, Verbio North America
GREG NORTHRUP                  greg.northrup@verbio.us

Greg Northrup leads Verbio NA Holdings and is responsible for public and 
governmental affairs, lobbying, legal affairs and corporate governance. Northrup 
has more than 35 years of domestic and international energy development 
experience gained as a former executive of CMS Energy/Consumers Energy. He also 
has a strong background in public policy, having served as president of the West 
Michigan Strategic Alliance, a regional organization. Northrup joined Verbio in 2018 
after seven years as president of Sustainable Partners, a consulting firm he founded 
to help major energy users and organic waste producers lower their total costs by 
developing and financing anaerobic digestion and combined heat and power energy 
projects. Northrup holds a bachelor’s in economics from Albion College.



Thank you 2023 Signature Sponsors! 
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President, Bioleap, Inc. 
JAMES KNIGHT                                          james@bioleap.com

James Knight is the president of Bioleap, Inc. and is a recognized expert in the fields 
of thermodynamics and heat integration. He is a seasoned innovator, inventor, and 
commercialist with a proven track record of designing simple, low-maintenance, 
and highly reliable processes. With over 15 years of experience in the biofuels 
industry, Knight has successfully implemented many of his patented energy saving 
innovations at ethanol plants across the country, saving Bioleap customers trillions 
of BTUs every year. Holding a master’s degree from Case Western Reserve 
University and boasting 10 granted patents, Knight continues to drive innovation 
and promote sustainable practices in the biofuels industry.

HBIIP Program Manager, USDA
JEFF CARPENTER                  jeff.carpenter@usda.gov

Jeff Carpenter has been the program manager for the Higher Blends 
Infrastructure Incentive Program (HBIIP) since May 2021 and has been part of 
the team since it started. Carpenter graduated with a bachelor’s in business 
administration and psychology and holds an MBA. Carpenter started with USDA 
Rural Development in Nebraska in 2008. Since 2015, Carpenter’s work has 
focused on the various energy programs offered through USDA Rural 
Development, including those centered around advanced biofuels.

Governor, State of Nebraska 
GOV. JIM PILLEN                              

Gov. Jim Pillen was sworn in as Nebraska’s 41st Governor on Jan. 5, 2023. He 
grew up on a farm in Platte County, Nebraska, and raised pigs with his father, 
Dale. He graduated from Lakeview High School. Pillen earned a bachelor’s degree 
in animal science from University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He then earned a doctor of 
veterinary medicine degree from Kansas State. In 1983, he returned to Nebraska 
and opened a small animal practice and swine consulting practice. Pillen and his 
father partnered together, raising 60 sows and 1,200 market hogs on a dirt lot on 
their home farm. In 1993, he started Pillen Family Farms. In 2003, he added DNA 
Genetics. In 2010, his two oldest children, Sarah and Brock, joined the business.
Pillen Family Farms and DNA Genetics are now a multigenerational family-run 
business, composed of over 1,100 team members.

The many successful years of the Ethanol: Emerging Issues Forum remain 
possible from the  support of local and national sponsors. This year’s 
Signature sponsors include Bio Nebraska, Carbon America, CTE Global, 
Inc., Husch Blackwell, Kutak Rock, Navigator CO₂ Ventures, Novozymes, 
Summit Carbon Solutions, and WCR. 



State Executive Director, USDA Farm Service Agency in Nebraska
JOHN BERGE john.berge@usda.gov

John Berge was appointed by the Biden Administration to serve as the state 
executive director of the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) in Nebraska in 
December 2021. He is a Nebraska native who grew up on a corn and wheat farm 
north of Lisco, Nebraska. In 2009, Berge was appointed as White House liaison to 
USDA by President Obama, where he was the principal liaison between the 
Executive Office of the President and the Office of the Secretary of Agriculture. 
He was later appointed as deputy and acting assistant secretary for Congressional 
Relations and was a member of the Sub-Cabinet and Senior Policy Group. Berge also 
served as the deputy administrator for field operations with FSA, and as executive 
director of the National Food and Agriculture Council.

Prior to his appointment, Berge served as general manager of the North Platte 
Natural Resources District. Earlier in his career, he served as executive director of the 
Western Nebraska Community College Foundation and served on the staffs of U.S. 
Senators Jim Exon, Bob Kerrey, and Ben Nelson. Berge has served in many leader-
ship roles for the Platte Basin Coalition, Nebraska Water Resources Association, U.S. 
Global Leadership Coalition, and the Nebraska Conservation Roundtable. He is a 
graduate of the University of Nebraska-Omaha; holds a certificate in climate change 
and energy from the Harvard Kennedy School; and is completing a master’s degree 
in environmental studies at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
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Farmer and Nebraska Corn Board District 2 representative
JOHN GREER johnlynngreer@gmail.com

John Greer represents District 2 for the Nebraska Corn Board. He graduated in 1971 
from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln with a degree in agricultural education and 
a minor in animal science. Greer was the fourth generation to farm his family’s farm 
in northern Nuckolls County. He raised irrigated corn and soybeans and has a cow/
calf operation. Greer’s additional leadership experiences include his service on the 
Davenport Public School Board, the South Central Cattlemen board of directors, the 
Nebraska Cattlemen board directors, and as a 4-H leader. His current obligations 
include serving as the president of the South Central Public Power board of 
directors, the Edgar Rural Fire Board, the Davenport United Methodist Church 
Board, and he is a trail captain for the National Pony Express Association.

DON’T MISS THIS 
WAITING FOR 
THIS TO CHARGE! 
Plug in at our 

complimentary

charging station 

near registration. 

Thank you 2023 Supporting Sponsors! 
Supporting sponsors include the American Coalition for Ethanol, CoBank, 
Fluid Quip Technologies, HMT, IFF, Pelican Energy, Phibro’s Ethanol Performance 
Group, Pivot Global Bioethanol Coalition, the Renewable Fuels Association, and 
USDA Rural Development. If you are interested in sponsoring this event in the 
future, contact amber.rucker@nebraska.gov.
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Communications Director, Renewable Fuels Association
KEN COLOMBINI         kcolombini@ethanolrfa.org

Ken Colombini has been the communications director of the Renewable Fuels 
Association since May 2019. He also served in that position with the National 
Corn Growers Association, where he led NCGA’s multiple award-winning 
communications team, spearheading the organization’s entry into social media 
and helping create and lead the U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance, serving on 
USFRA’s communications committee. 

Colombini’s experience in agriculture communications was preceded by similar 
experience at Anheuser-Busch, where his responsibilities included directing 
governmental and environmental communications. Before moving to St. Louis in 
2000, he worked in California state government, as a governor’s speechwriter and 
as chief communications officer for the California State Parks system. Colombini 
has a background in journalism, as a newspaper reporter and editor, and he holds 
a bachelor’s degree in liberal arts from Thomas Aquinas College in California.

Project Manager, Advanced Resources International 
MANOJ VALLURI                mvalluri@adv-res.com

Manoj Valluri is a project manager with Advanced Resources International. 
He has eight years of experience in reservoir engineering, carbon capture and 
storage, enhanced oil recovery, and oilfield chemistry. He currently supports 
development and execution of multiple federal and commercial (45Q) carbon 
capture, utilization, and storage (CCUS) projects. Valluri’s work is primarily 
focused on reservoir engineering, computer simulations, injection well 
permitting, and overall project implementation.

Valluri holds a master’s in petroleum engineering from Texas A&M University 
and an honorary bachelor’s in chemical engineering from BITS Pilani, India. 
He is a board member of the Society of Petroleum Engineers’ Ohio Section and 
a member of the Energy Institute’s CCS Reservoir Engineering committee. 

President, Whitehead Oil Co. 
MARK WHITEHEAD mwhitehead@u-stop.com

Mark Whitehead is the principal owner and president of Whitehead Oil Company. 
In 1982, when he returned from Kansas State University, it was his principal focus 
to establish the company in the convenience store business, as up to that point, 
they were all full-service dealer locations. In 1985, he was named president, and 
along with his two sisters, bought the company in 1989.

Whitehead has served on many boards, including, in part, chairman of the 
Nebraska Environmental Quality Council, past chairman of Nebraska/South Dakota 
Better Business Bureau, Spirit of Nebraska Girl Scouts, Junior Achievement of 
Lincoln, Madonna Foundation, and Lincoln Community Foundation.
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Managing Director, Fluid Quip Technologies
MICHAEL FRANKO mfranko@fluidquiptechnologies.com

Michael Franko is managing director at Fluid Quip Technologies, where he 
leads financial, legal, and business development activities. He also supports the 
development of new technologies and intellectual property at FQT and holds 
multiple patents on systems for biofuels and biochemical facilities. Franko 
began his career testing corn starch wash systems and optimizing centrifuge 
performance for Fluid-Quip, Inc., where he became technical projects manager 
prior to co-founding Fluid Quip Technologies in 2012. Franko holds a bachelor’s  
in economics and a bachelor’s in psychology from the University of Colorado.

COO, Bosselman Enterprises
RANDY GARD                         randy.gard@bosselman.com

Randy Gard has over 25 years of overall business development and 
management experience. He studied business management at Waldorf College 
in Forest City, Iowa. Gard previously spent 18 years with Eaton Corporation in the 
automotive components group. He also served as director of operations for Stuart 
Entertainment, in the highly regulated gaming industry. Locations included five 
plants in the United States, with international locations in Mexico, Canada, and 
Ireland. Gard was vice president of global planning and business development for 
Vermeer Manufacturing Co., in Pella, Iowa. He retired as the president/CEO of Chief 
Automotive Technologies in Grand Island, where he was responsible for all aspects 
of the company and reported to the CEO of Dover Industrial Products. 

Currently, Gard is the COO of Bosselman Enterprises and is also a board member for 
the Bosselman organization. Gard is secretary of the Nebraska Ethanol Board and 
a member of the Nebraska Petroleum Marketers and Convenience Store Association.

Executive Director, Nebraska Ethanol Board
REID WAGNER                         reid.wagner@nebraska.gov

Reid Wagner has been the executive director of the Nebraska Ethanol Board 
(NEB) since January 2022. Wagner has overseen the development of several critical 
projects with the NEB, including securing EPA approval for the first-of-its-kind E30 
fuel demonstration in non-flex fuel vehicles. He acts as the agency spokesperson 
and focuses on NEB functions, public policy initiatives, industry assistance and 
innovations, fuel retailer guidance, and state and federal legislation.

Before joining the NEB, Wagner held the positions of process engineer with 
Evonik, process design engineer with ExxonMobil, and production management 
engineering team member in Cargill’s starches and sweeteners sector. He holds a 
bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Network: Conference Center Username: KutakRock Password: 2023
WI-FI ACCESS FOR FORUM ATTENDEES SPONSORED BY
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Chief Marketing Officer, American Coalition for Ethanol
RON LAMBERTY                         rlamberty@ethanol.org

Ron Lamberty is senior vice president for the American Coalition for Ethanol 
(ACE). Lamberty spent the first 20 years of his career in the convenience store and 
petroleum wholesale distributing business, and has a long history as a marketer 
and supporter of ethanol. Lamberty provides logistical and marketing expertise to 
petroleum marketers who want to begin selling ethanol-enriched gasoline, as well 
as those who already sell ethanol and are trying to find a way to improve sales of 
the product. He also created the BYOethanol program along with the Renewable 
Fuels Association, several state corn grower groups, and the National Corn 
Growers Association, to promote the use of blender pumps by petroleum 
marketers in the U.S.

Lamberty was instrumental in providing a fueling station for the first E85 vehicles 
in South Dakota, and later opened the first retail E85 fueling site in the nation. He 
worked closely with ACE to establish several others during his years working in the 
petroleum business. He was also instrumental in one of the nation’s first tests of 
soy diesel, providing fuel for the Sioux Falls Transit buses in 1993. Lamberty joined 
ACE as market development director in September 2000, and was named vice 
president in November 2003 and senior vice president in June 2011.

Sr. Manager of Global Ethanol Market Development, US Grains Council
STELLA QIAN                                                            sqian@grains.org

Stella Qian serves as the senior manager of global ethanol market development 
for the U.S. Grains Council. In this capacity, Qian helps scale up global ethanol 
resources, implements programs, and develops strategy for ethanol market 
development efforts.

Qian previously served as the manager of trade teams for the Council. Originally 
from Hangzhou, China, she is a graduate of George Washington University, and 
she also holds a master’s degree in tourism administration with a concentration 
in event and meeting planning.

Farm Director, KRVN/Rural Radio Network
SUSAN LITTLEFIELD                     slittlefield@ruralradio.com

Susan Littlefield is currently the farm director at KRVN/The Rural Radio Network. 
She has been on air reporting farm news since 1990. Littlefield joined the National 
Association of Farm Broadcasting (NAFB) in 1996, and has been active in the association 
ever since. She has held numerous leadership positions, including national president, 
and served on several committees.  Littlefield’s duties as a farm broadcaster allow her 
the opportunity to connect with listeners and producers outside the studio walls. She 
spends countless hours reporting on events that matter to her listeners, bringing stories 
to producers and consumers. Her family also farms, raising Columbia sheep for wool 
and meat, along with dairy goats and a small feed lot. Littlefield Family Farms has been 
raising sheep for more than 50 years.  Littlefield is a 1994 graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin-River Falls with a degree in broadcast journalism.

CONTENT SO 
GOOD YOU 
FORGOT TO TAKE 
NOTES? Don’t worry! 

Presentations will be 

posted at ethanol.

nebraska.gov.

http://ethanol.nebraska.gov
http://ethanol.nebraska.gov
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President, Trenton Agri Products LLC and Renewable Fuels Nebraska
TONY LEIDING           anthony.leiding@trentonagriproducts.com

Tony Leiding is the president of Trenton Agri Products LLC in Trenton, Nebraska. Prior 
to entering the renewable fuels industry, he was a captain in the United States Army. 
During his time in the Army, he was a UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter pilot and did tours 
in both Iraq and Afghanistan. He holds a degree in finance from Iowa State University, 
an MBA from the University of Mary, and a master’s in energy management from 
the University of Colorado. Leiding also serves as the president of Renewable Fuels 
Nebraska and serves on their executive committee and board of directors.

Program Manager, Fossil Energy and Carbon Management, U.S. DOE
TRACI RODOSTA                      traci.rodosta@hq.doe.gov

Traci Rodosta is the storage validation and testing infrastructure program manager 
in the Office of Fossil Energy and Carbon Management (FECM). She joined FECM in 
February 2020 as the critical minerals program manager in the minerals sustainability 
division. Prior joining FECM, her career included seven years as the carbon storage 
R&D technology manager at the National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL) for the 
U.S. Department of Energy’s carbon storage program. Over her 15-year career at NETL, 
Rodosta was also the director of the carbon storage division, regional carbon 
sequestration partnership coordinator, and project manager in the storage, natural gas, 
and oil project management divisions and Office of Systems Analysis. Before her tenure 
with the federal government, she worked for Texaco and Chevron oil companies as 
both a development and exploration geoscientist on domestic and international assets. 
Rodosta received her bachelor’s degree from Louisiana State University in geology 
and earth sciences/geosciences, and her master’s degree from the University of New 
Orleans in geology and earth sciences/geosciences.

Sr. VP, Government and Public Affairs, Renewable Fuels Association
TROY BREDENKAMP                tbredenkamp@ethanolrfa.org

Troy Bredenkamp has served as the Renewable Fuels Association’s senior vice 
president, Government & Public Affairs, since January 2021. Previously, Bredenkamp 
served as the executive director of Renewable Fuels Nebraska, the trade association 
for Nebraska’s ethanol producers. In this role, he assured that the actions and 
directives of the RFN Board of Directors and its membership were successfully 
carried out, and managed the organization’s efforts with legislative and industry 
leaders at both the state and federal levels. Bredenkamp also served as the industry 
spokesperson and coordinated communication and marketing strategies on behalf 
of the membership. Bredenkamp has served as general manager of the Nebraska 
Rural Electric Association, executive vice president of the Colorado Farm Bureau, 
and director of congressional relations for the American Farm Bureau Federation in 
Washington, DC. Bredenkamp is a native of York, Nebraska, where he was raised on 
a 500-acre diversified farm operation, still owned by his family. He is a graduate of 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln with a bachelor’s in education with an emphasis 
in natural sciences.
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Sr. Advisor to the Administrator’s Agriculture Advisor, U.S. EPA
VENUS WELCH-WHITE, Ph.D.       welchwhite.venus@epa.gov

Dr. Venus Welch-White serves as the senior advisor to the EPA Administrator’s 
Agriculture Advisor (Rod Snyder) as well as the designated federal officer for 
EPA’s Farm, Ranch, and Rural Federal Advisory Committee. She joined the EPA 
in November 2020 as the senior policy advisor in Office of Land and Emergency 
Management (OLEM) Resource Conservation and Sustainability Division and 
supported initiatives, policy and programs across the division including 
anaerobic digester grants and Resource Conservation and Recovery Act’s 
voluntary partnership programs. Prior to joining the EPA, she served as the 
national rural energy program coordinator in USDA’s Rural Business-Cooperative 
Service where she conducted stakeholder engagement, outreach, technical 
reviews, business strategy and development, policy support, and facilitated 
collaborations with internal and external partners in agriculture, renewable 
energy, biofuels, economic development, and financial institutions. 

Dr. Welch-White began her federal career as a 2014 Presidential Management-
STEM Fellow, and as part of her PMF program she completed detail assignments 
in USDA’s Office of the Chief Economist, supporting climate smart ag and forestry 
initiatives. She also served in the Executive Office of the President, Office of 
Management and Budget, where she analyzed policy and budget legislation 
for EPA, developed congressional reports, and supported implementation of 
executive orders and administrative initiatives across federal agencies. She has 
received honors such as the USDA Shining Star award and named to Energy 
News Network’s 40 under 40. She holds a bachelor’s in biology, and a master’s 
and a PhD in integrative biosciences from Tuskegee University in Alabama.

Renewable Fuels Nebraska (RFN) is the trade association for 
Nebraska’s ethanol industry. RFN is a resource for advocating for 
policy that ensures the growth and expansion of the nation’s second 
largest renewable fuels industry through advocacy, market access 
and public awareness. 

The Nebraska Ethanol Board works to ensure strong public policy and consumer 
support for biofuels. Since 1971, the independent state agency has designed and 
managed programs to expand production, market access, worker safety and 
technology innovation, including recruitment of producers interested in developing 
conventional ethanol, as well as bio-products from the ethanol platform. 
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